
 
 

 

 
29 April 2016 
 
MyCouncil website should at last bring an end to arguments about transparency  
 
Today, the Hon. Tony Simpson MLA, Minister for Local Government; Community Services, Seniors and Volunteering; 
Youth, launched the State Government’s MyCouncil website.  
 
The website presents the last four years of audited data provided by local governments in their Annual Reports and 
Compliance Audit Returns. This information was already publicly available and has long been open for scrutiny on 
local government websites.  
 
Chief Executive Officer of Local Government Managers Australia WA, Warren Pearce said ‘Bringing this information 
together so that members of the public can more easily find and view this information will make the business of local 
government more transparent and accessible.’  
 
‘However, it is important that the information provided on the MyCouncil website is seen in its proper context, 
especially around interpreting simplified measures such as percentage rate increases, and financial health indicator 
(FHI) scores.’  
 
‘These measures are only indicative of the overall performance of a local government, and have long been 
controversial within the sector.  That because one local government receives a higher or lower FHI rating on the 
MyCouncil website, does not necessarily mean that it is performing better or worse financially than another local 
government.’  
 
‘We need to be careful about inviting direct comparisons based on simplified measures as it can often be misleading.’ 
Said Mr Pearce.  
 
To properly understand that financial picture of a local government a member of the public needs to look at the 
broader picture and consider the many complex factors that contribute to it. 
 
Mr Pearce said, ‘There are many factors that need to be considered, including the range and level of services 
provided to the community, the efficiency of service delivery, as well as community perceptions and satisfaction with 
their local government.’ 
 
Local government officers are constantly working to improve their local government’s performance and to produce 
positive outcomes for their communities.   
 
The State Government has made clear it wants greater transparency and accountability between local governments 
and the community.      
 
Mr Pearce said, ‘With the introduction of the MyCouncil website, combined with recent new gift disclosure 
requirements and the imminent introduction of the Auditor General to the sector, these measures push the 
transparency and accountability of local governments far beyond that of both the State and Federal Governments.’ 
 
MyCouncil is a welcome addition to the sector, but it’s implementation should put an end to arguments that local 
governments require further measures to ensure transparency and accountability in our sector, said Mr Pearce. 
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For further enquiries please contact:  Warren Pearce, Chief Executive Officer – 0477 399 130. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

About LGMA  
 

Local Government Managers Australia WA (LGMA) is the peak representative body for local government professionals 
in Western Australia. 
 
LGMA was established in 1935 and is a National Federation with Member Associations in each State, representing over 
5,000 members across Australia, and 863 members in Western Australia. 
 
LGMA provides a range of services for our members and local government professionals, including:  
 

 Support for local government officers; 

 Advocacy, representation and policy development; 

 Training and professional development; and 

 Conferences and events. 
 
We are committed to continuing improvement in local government leadership, governance, management and service 
delivery for local communities, and ensuring that our members are at the forefront of change and innovation.   
 
More information can be found of the LGMA website at: www.lgmawa.org.au  
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